Intestinal tuberculosis: findings on double-contrast barium enema.
Seven cases of intestinal tuberculosis in an active stage were studied by the double-contrast barium enema (DCBE) method. Formerly, diagnosis of intestinal tuberculosis in the early stage by single-contrast barium enema (SCBE) and barium meals was based on functional phenomena, such as spasm and hypermotility of the ileocecal region. Presently, this can be better accomplished by DCBE. DCBE enables the detection of shallow ulcers with their characteristic elevated margins. These ulcers are frequently slim and transversally oriented. Confluence of ulcers may create whole girdle ulcers or affect entire segments. In more advanced stages, characteristic deformities, also evident by SCBE, such as symmetrical annular stenoses, shortening, retraction, pouch formation, and the frequently observed pathology of the ileocecal valve and the cecal region, acquire a new dimension with DCBE.